Journal of East Asian Libraries
Volume 1981

Number 65

Article 8

6-1-1981

Libraries and Institutions
Joyce Wright
Lena Lee Yang

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Wright, Joyce and Yang, Lena Lee (1981) "Libraries and Institutions," Journal of East Asian Libraries: Vol.
1981 : No. 65 , Article 8.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal/vol1981/iss65/8

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Journal of East Asian Libraries by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more
information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTIONS

The Center for Research Libraries
Together with a letter dated March 2, 1981, Mr. Donald B,. Simpson, Director
of the Center for Research Libraries, distributed a document entitled
"Expansion of East Asian Acquisitions Component: General Program Design
Statement by the East Asian Sub-Committee of the International Studies
Committee Center for Research Libraries, January 1981." In his covering
letter, Mr. Simpson stated:
"At its Annual Meeting on April 25, 1980, the Council of
The Center for Research Libraries approved a program to ex
pand the East Asian acquisitions of CRL. Subsequently, the
Ford Foundation has awarded CRL a five-year $250,000 grant
for the acquisition of East Asian materials.
"The program for expanding East Asian acquisitions has been
planned by the East Asian Sub-Committee of the CRL Interna
tional Studies Committee, which has also been funded by a
grant from the Ford Foundation. Enclosed you will find
Draft Three of the General Program Design Statement as
submitted by the East Asian Sub-Committee and approved by
the International Studies Committee at its meeting on
January 30, 1981.
"I wanted to share this document with you and elicit any
comments you might have. An Implementation Plan is
currently being developed. Both the General Program Design
Statement and the Implementation Plan will be submitted
first to the Program Committee of the CRL Board of Directors
and then to the Board of Directors for their approval. You
will be kept informed as plans progress and those of you at
CRL member Institutions will be asked to provide recommendations
and guidance as to the materials to be acquired wi'thin the
guidelines provided by the enclosed document."
The text of the document distributed by Mr. Simpson follows:
BACKGROUND
Since the 1920's East Asian research collections have been an important part
of the American library scene, reflecting the importance of East Asian studies
in American universities and colleges. In the period from 1930 to 1975 the
number of titles in East Asian languages increased from 400,000 volumes to
6.7 million volumes. The growth in East Asian library collections was
especially rapid during the decade of the 1960's. However, today East
Asian collections are in a period of retrenchment due to rapidly rising
costs and limited university budgets.
While the Center for Research Libraries has always collected East Asian
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research materials as part of its general acquisitions program, it has never
had a component specifically directed at acquiring materials from this part of
the world. Specific components currently exist at the Center for several
international studies areas. The Center has components for acquiring serials
and monographs on a current basis from South Asia, Southeast Asia and the
Soviet Union. Retrospective microform projects are maintained for Africa,
Latin America, South Asia, and Southeast Asia. With East Asian library
collections facing increasing difficulties in meeting the demands placed upon
them, it seems appropriate that the Center for Research Libraries should
establish a component to expand its East Asian collection for the benefit of
its members and the nation.
Recognizing the importance of an expanded East Asian acquisitions component
at the Center for Research Libraries, the Ford Foundation offered to make
$1 million available toward the cost of providing the Center with additional
space if such an effort would be undertaken. Accordingly, the Center's
Council approved an expenditure of up to $65,000 per year beginning in Fiscal
Year 1982 to support such a component. The Ford Foundation made an additional
grant of $50,000 per year for five years for the acquisition of East ASian
materials. The Center's staff and Board of Directors intend to continue
to seek additional funds for this expanded component.
PROGRAM OBJECTIVE
The expanded East Asian acquisitions component at the Center for Research
Libraries will attempt to complement major East Asian collections as part of
a national effort to increase access to vernacular materials needed in support
of East Asian studies. The purpose will be not to replace or duplicate other
collections, but to supplement them by assuring access to materials they
cannot afford to buy for themselves nor afford the space to keep in perpetuity.
The Center will serve the needs of East Asian scholars generally, since the
research needs of individual scholars at large and small institutions are the
same, even though the resources may differ. The East Asian component should
be designed so as to increase both the resources available to researchers
concerned with East Asia and to relieve the strain of current and future budget
limitations at institutions collecting East Asian materials.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Acquisitions Priorities
The acquisition priorities are determined on the basis of what is needed to
supplement the resources now available in major collections of North America.
These priorities will be used in determining how available funds are to be
expended. The priorities are divided into three categories: those materials
that are essential to North American researchers and to which initial efforts
should be devoted; those materials that are desirable and necessary, but which
should receive secondary emphasis; those materials that might be considered
if funds become available. Finally, the priorities will undergo periodic
review by the CRL Program Committee and others.
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A. Materials To Which Initial Efforts Should be Devoted:
1. Current Journals: The large number of journals currently published in East
Asia already present libraries with the problem of providing adequate coverage,
and this problem is expected to become more critical as the number of titles
published in the People's Republic of China increases. CRL already has a
significant collection of East Asian scientific and technical journals, pri
marily from Japan, and it is felt that this collection should be expanded.
Greater emphasis should be given in the future to journals in all disciplines
from all of East Asia. The focus should be on titles that are now inadequately
available in North American libraries and on those titles that are now being
collected that members would like to cancel. In order to assure the continu
ation of subscriptions once they have been entered, only those funds that come
from CRL'8 general funds should be used for subscriptions rather than those
funds that are being received as grants for a limited period of time.
2. Local and Regional Newspapers: CRL should subscribe to newspapers from
outside the major cities, especially for Japan and China. This would not
only provide additional resources, but would provide those North American
libraries now collecting such titles with the option of discarding them after
a period of time with the assurance that they would continue to be available
from CRL. It would be desirable for CRL to either subscribe to the microfilm
edition of these papers if such is available, or microfilm them Itself if funds
permit.
3. Retrospective Microforms and Reprint Editions: There is a great deal of
material now available in microform and reprint editions from East Asia that
individual institutions cannot afford to purchase for their local collections.
CRL should purchase as many as possible of these expensive sets that are not
already adequately available in North America. CRL should concentrate on
vernacular publications, with the exception of foreign archival materials
dealing with East Asia. Special attention should be given to expensive retro
spective files of East Asian newspapers and journals in microform. Funds ob
tained through grants should be used for such purchases.
4. Ephemeral Materials: Material such as political pamphlets and other
publications of opposition political parties are difficult to identify and
collect, though very important to researchers. CRL should accept for
microfilming such materials collected by individual researchers doing field
work in East Asia and by libraries.
B. Materials To Receive Secondary Emphasis:
1, Expensive East Asian Books: Books published in East Asia even major East
Asian collections cannot afford.
2. Government Documents: Many gaps exist in the coverage of official publi
cations of governmental units in East Asian countries. Examples of these
would be documents from North Korea and documents issued by local governmental
units throughout East Asia. While important for research, such documents are
often difficult to identify and obtain. Consideration should be given to ways
in which CRL might acquire such documents.
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3. Doctoral Dissertations: CRL should consider developing a collection of such
titles.
C. Materials To Be Considered If Funds Become Available:
1. Popular Literature From East Asia: This would include current fiction and
mass circulation magazines.
2. Translations of Western Classics: These are often important to researchers,
but tend to be infrequently used. CRL should consider developing a collection
of such titles.
3. Technical Reports.
Korean Publications
CRL should develop a cooperative ef-fort with the few institutions that are
now acquiring significant amounts of Korean materials. There is a lack of
concentration of scholars in this field, greater lacuna in the material, a
difficulty in obtaining the materials, and a difficulty in obtaining funds in
this area of East Asian programs. Furthermore, this area is an emerging one
for study in contrast to China and Japan, which are well established.
Deposit Program
Once additional space is available at CRL, it will encourage the transfer of
infrequently used East Asian materials from other libraries. This will relieve
East Asian collections of the need to store infrequently used material with
the assurance that it will remain readily accessible from CRL. The fact that
CRL is able to store materials less expensively than can the conventional library,
coupled with the fact that it retains only one copy of a publication, will pro
vide for a substantial savings to the research library community as a whole.
Bibliographic Access
At least until such a time as it is possible for CRL to provide on-line biblio
graphic access to all titles in its cataloged collection, it will issue a
separate catalog of East Asian materials in its collection. This catalog will
be updated by annual cumulated supplements. It will include both those titles
acquired through direct acquisitions and those titles transferred from other
libraries.
Collection Development
In selecting specific materials to be acquired, CRL will depend upon the
substantial expertise that exists among its members. East Asian biblio
graphers will be called upon to make initial selections and mail ballots will
be sent out to the membership as appropriate. By having the selection de
cisions made outside the CRL staff, these decisions will lead to the acquisition
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of materials that best serve the needs of the membership. Selection decisions
will be made in close consultation with the Committee on East Asian Libraries
of the Association for Asian Studies, the Library of Congress, and others
concerned with providing access to East Asian research materials.
Staffing
Since the selection process will depend primarily on external expertise, the
CRL staff required by an expanded East Asian component will be in the areas
of acquisitions and cataloging. The present staff already includes one
cataloger who is proficient in Chinese with a limited ability to handle Japanese
publications. Initially, it will be necessary to add one professional
cataloger skilled in Japanese and Korean and a clerical staff member to support
the activity. Over time, the exact staffing requirements will depend heavily
on the type of material acquired. An emphasis on large microform sets tends
to reduce the need for additional cataloging staff, assuming that such sets
normally involve only a limited number of catalog entries.

The details of implementation are included in the Implementation Plan, a
separate document.
This draft, the third, is considered the final draft as the second draft was
approved in principle by the East Asian Sub-Committee.
This draft was approved by the Program Committee of the Board of Directors of
the Center for Research Libraries. It is being submitted to the Board of
Directors for their approval on March 19, 1981.
The personnel of the East Asian Sub-Committee is:
Chairman
George Beckman, University of Washington
Members
Donald Keopp, Princeton University
Louis Martin, Cornell University
Donald B. Simpson, The Center for Research Libraries
Warren Tsuneishi, Library of Congress
Eugene Wu, Harvard-Yenching, Harvard University
Project Director
Ray Boylan, The Center for Research Libraries
Note:
1. East Asian Libraries: Problems and Prospects: A report and recommendations
prepared by the Steering Committee for a study of the Problems of East Asian
Libraries for the American Council of Learned Societies, 1977.
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University of Chicago: Center for Far Eastern Studies
The Center for Far Eastern Studies at the University of Chicago announces a
travel grant program for 1981-82. Grants of up to $100 will be made available
to assist scholars in Japanese studies in the Midwest region who wish to
utilize the 100,000-volume Japanese collection of the Far Eastern Library. The
grants can be used to help defray the expenses of travel with the possibility
of additional funds to cover the cost of photoduplication for up to 100 pages.
Interested persons should submit a brief statement of their intended research
and use of the Japanese collection. Address inquiries to the following:
Professor William Parish
Director
Center for Far Eastern Studies
The University of Chicago
403 Kelly Hall
Chicago., Illinois
60637

Harvard University: Harvard-Yenchi.ng Library
The Harvard-Yenching Library is pleased to announce a travel grant program for
1981, made possible through the courtesy of the Japan Institute, Harvard
University, to assist visiting scholars from outside the Boston metropolitan
area in their use of the Japanese Collection at the Harvard-Yenching Library.
The grants, up to $150 each, will be awarded on a merit basis to scholars and
advanced graduate students in Japanese studies; special consideration will be
given to those residing in areas where no major Japanese collection is
available. Each grantee will in addition be provided with free xeroxing
privileges of up to 100 xerox pages.
Applications for the grant, including a -brief description of research topic
and estimated budget, should be submitted to:
Eugene W. Wu
Librarian
Harvard-Yenching Library
Harvard University
2 Divinity Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts

02138

University of Hawaii Library: Asia Collection.
This Collection has recently undergone unexpected organizational and personnel
changes. The location of the cataloging operations of an area collection
within the academic library organization has long been a matter of interest to
librarians in the Asia field, and is one about which opinions vary. On May
1, 1981, it was announced that the Asia Collection's cataloging functions and
associated staff would be transferred to the jurisdiction of the main library's
Cataloging Department, effective May 11. Physical relocation is expected to
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occur during the summer. New office locations and telephone numbers for Susie
Cheng, Sam Suk Hahn, Jun Nakamura, and Aiko Crandall will be provided for the
Directory of East Asian Collections in North American Libraries as soon as they
are known.
(Joyce Wright)

Indiana University
A Yuan T'ung-li Memorial Scholarship Fund has been established in the School
of Library and Information Science at Indiana University. The Fund will be used
to assist deserving Chinese students to study for the Master of Library Science
degree at Indiana University.
Dr. Yuan, who became Director of the National Library of Peking, was one of the
first American-trained Chinese librarians, taking his BLS degree from the
New York State Library School in Albany in 1923. After distinguishing himself
both in Chinese and world library circles for more than a quarter century,
Dr. Yuan went to the Library of Congress where he concluded his illustrious
career as Consultant in Chinese Literature. During this latter period he also
wrote many significant scholarly works and received many important honors and
awards.
A Yuan
of the
Knight
Robert

Memorial Scholarship Committee has been appointed by Dean Herbert White
Indiana school. Among its members are Dr. Chiang Fu-tsung, Professor
Biggerstaff, Professor Wang Chen-ku, and Piofessor David Kaser. Dr.
Pin-chuan Chen is Executive Secretary to the Committee.

Anyone interested in honoring Dr. Yuan's memory may participate in this
Scholarship Fund. Checks, payable to Indiana University Foundation Yuan
Memorial, should be sent to Dr. Robert P.C. Chen, Booth Library, Eastern
Illinois University, Charleston, Illinois 61920. Contributions can also be
handed to any member of the Committee.

Institute for Advanced Studies of World Religions
The Library of The Institute for Advanced Studies of World Religions has
received a gift from The National Peking Library, PRC. This is the complete
works of HsUan-tsanc, entitled Hsiian-tsang fa shih i chuane ch'ilan chi
( f£ 3^ *J fc£ "i? i % r £ • ™
collection includes 76 titles in 1347
chuan, totaling 317 volumes in 34 cases. It was published by The Buddhist
Association of China in 1956-57 and is considered to be a scarce edition.
s

x

(Lena Lee Yang)
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PROFESSIONAL VACANCY
University of Virginia. Charlottesville, Collection Development Department.
East Asian Bibliographer.
Position Title: East Asian Bibliographer
Qualifications and Experience:
1. ALA-accredited MLS.
2.

Familiarity with and knowledge of collection development, cataloging,
and reference methods, policies and procedures.

3. Knowledge of Chinese, Japanese and Korean languages.
4.

Ability to communicate effectively with both teaching and library
faculty members at all levels.

Work Description:
1. Has primary collection development responsibility for all materials
published in China, Japan, and Korea. Includes selection of titles
to be added by purchase, exchange, and gift, plus weeding and pre
servation activities. Fund management, bibliographic checking,
assistance with order/receipt routines, and correspondence with
dealers are additional elements.
2.

Responsible for cataloging monographs and serials in Chinese, Japanese
and Korean, using Anglo-American cataloging rules, and L.C. classi
fication and subject headings. Uses OCLC terminals.

3. As reference librarian, assists students, faculty, staff and others
using East Asian materials. Prepares guides to collections and
conducts tours. Also serves as curator of Ma Kiam Library and other
uncataloged materials.
4.

Participates in the formation of collection development policies and
departmental policies and procedures, as appropriate.

Supervision:
1.

Reports to the Director for Collection Development. Coordinates
cataloging procedures with Director of Cataloging Services.

2.

Supervises student assistants.

Salary:
$14,000 or higher, depending on qualifications and experience.
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Appointment Level:
Appointment will be made at the Instructor or Assistant Professor level,
depending upon qualifications and experience.
Deadline for Applications:
August 15, 1981
Applications should be sent to Ms. Sada Crismond, Library Personnel Coordinator,
Alderman Library, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, 22901
An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer.
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